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After four years of planning, fundraising, strategizing and dreaming, The Salvation Army Ray and Joan Kroc Corps Community Center is soon to dazzle area residents as well as the entire Omaha community.

As construction crews swiftly wind down, the attention has shifted to preparing for a series of dedicatory events, private rentals and open houses as well as the November 16th opening.  On Tuesday, October 20th, members of the Kroc Center staff will officially receive the Certificate of Occupancy and take over all aspects of the moving process including furniture and equipment deliveries, installations, system and maintenance orientations.

“It’s definitely going to be choreographed chaos for a few days” said Tom Folk, Director of Operations. “But our staff has been planning for this a long time. We’re definitely prepared and ready.”

November 9th through November 15th, free tours will be offered throughout this world class facility which includes a 3-gymnasium complex, aquatic center with zero-depth entry recreation pool, lazy stream, slide and a six-lane, 25-yard competition pool, state-of-the-art fitness center, education center, learning center, 600-seat assembly hall, 400-seat fellowship hall, chapel, outdoor festival plaza and stage, athletic fields and recreation areas as well as additional gathering spaces. 

During the past two weeks, landscaping crews have planted more than 240 trees, 660 shrubs and 2000 perennials throughout the more than 380,000 square feet of green space. In preparation for the move, Kroc staff members have been readying the facility for the installation of many amenities including a multi-channel, digital audio system, 20  47” flat screen televisions, five pottery wheels, two digital kilns, four kitchen convection ovens, 800-plate (per-hour) dishwasher, ultraviolet swimming pool sanitizer, swimming pool chair lift,  LED indoor shot clocks and scoreboards as well as an extensive, access-controlled, 25 - camera security monitoring system.

Kroc Center neighbors Efren Centeno, 40, and his father, Ignacio Centeno say they feel “lucky” to be living so close to this facility. “We are very excited for opening day,” said Centeno. “Everyone is talking about exercising and taking a class….there will be so much to do there.” Centeno added his sisters who live nearby are planning on enrolling in English classes offered through the Education Department.

The Ray and Joan Kroc Corps Community Center was made possible by a $60 million gift from Joan B. Kroc, widow of McDonald’s CEO Ray Kroc, and a $15 million local matching endowment campaign headed up by Heritage Services. The community center, in keeping with the mission of The Salvation Army, will provide programs and service designed to encourage positive, life-changing experiences for children and adults, strengthen families, and enrich the lives of seniors.

“Kiewit Building Group is very proud to have been a part of this unique civic project,” said Kent Grisham, spokesperson for Kiewit Building Group. “We truly believe the Kroc Center will be a landmark building in an historical community for generations to come.”

For more information about Omaha’s Ray and Joan Kroc Corps Community Center, please visit the Web site at www.omahakroc.org or call Molly Skold, Kroc Center Marketing Director at (402) 212-3644. 
For more information about The Salvation Army, please contact Susan Eustice, Divisional Director of Public Relations & Communications, (402) 898-5908.

